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DEPARTMENTOF THE NAVY SECNAVINST5800.llA
. Offke of the secretary Pem06

1000 Navy Pentagon 16 June 1995.
Washington DC 20350-1000

‘-

SECNAV INSTRUCTIONS800.llA

From: Secretaryof the Navy
To: All ships and stations

Subj: VICTIM AND WITNESS ASSIS-
TANCE PROGRAM

Refi (a) DOD Directive 1030.1 of
23 Nov 94 (IWYML)

(b) DOD bS@UCtkMl 10~.2 of
23 Dec 94 (NOTAL)

(c) Unifmn Code of Mifitmy Justice
(lo U.soc Chapt. 47)

(d) Manual for Courts-m United
stateaJ1984

(e) SECNAVINST S0403

End (1) Defhmions

L Rtrpose. To establishthe VictimandWitness
●

A===-d-@=*-
responsi%lefm identifyingthe victimsof crimeand
performingh servicesrequiredby references(a)
and (b). ‘l%isinstructimis a compktereviskmand
shouldbertadin itsentirety.

2. Cancellation. SECNAVINST5800.11.

3. Defmition!L Definitims U!Edin this kmction
arcprovidedin edosure (l).

4. Bac&mun& WMout tk cmpration of
victimsandwitnesses,aiminal justice systems
Wouldcease to fundion. Ye~theneeds of victims
d witnesseshavemt alwaysbeenadequately
~ Scckingtoccmct thisimbalalx%
Congressenactedascries oflaws&signed~
informvictimsandwitnesses of theirrightsand
msponsibilitksin the uiminal justicesystem;in
ref@xuxx2s(a) and (b), the Departmmtof De-
hasestablishedpolicy inthismmnddircued
implementationof relevantprovisionsof law. The
Departmentof theNavy (DON) is committedto

doingall thatis possiblewithinlimitsof available
msourca to assist victimsandwitnessesof crime
andensurethatthe militarycriminaljusticesystem
- crimevictimsad witnessestheirrights,
withoutMinging on theconstitutionalrightsof an
XXused.

5. Applicability. “1’Msinstructionapplies
throughoutthe DON. It pertainsto victimsof
offensesunderreference(c) andto witnessesin
-w -w@ underreferemce(d). ‘1’lE
provisionsof this instructionarenot limitedto
offensesprosecutedat courts-nuutial.Crime
victimsandwitnessesdo not ftieit theirstatus
whereoffensesarereferredfor nonjudicial
punkhnmt or administmtiveseparationprocessing.
In ovcmeaslocations,this programis limitedto
victimsandwitnesseswho aremilitarymembers
andtheirfamilies,andDepartmentof Defense
civilianemployeesandcontrwtorsandtheirfmily
members.

6. PIOlky.l%eDONwiUtmat allvictimsand
witnesseswithrespe4X AUsenkemembers and
DON employeeswill maketheirbest effortto
emnlrethatvictimsarxlwilnessesof crime are
infbrlncdof tkii rightsandprovidedassistanceas
appfo@ate. %rticularmtiondmuld~~dm
vktirnsof serious,violentcrime, includingchild
abuse,domesticviolence,and sexualmisconduct

7. Limitation. This instructionis not Mendedto,
anddoes n@ createany emtitkrlemcauseof
aMion,of defensein hvor of any pa’sonarising
outofthe hilureto accofdto avictim or witness
the assistanceoutlinedin this instruction. No
MtUionsareplacedonthelawful prelogativesof
the DON or its officials.

8. R~ ‘l’heDepartme4Uof Justice,Of&e
fm Victimsof Crime,633 IndianaAvenueNW,
w*gm lx 20531, (202) 514-6444, shouldbe
consideredaresame fm trainingandmaterials.
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9. Responsibility

a8 . .wa ~e A&@ (ASN-
rqxmaibk fm OVCd policy and executim of tim
Victimand Witness “~ -= Addi-
tionally,ASN(’M&M)shall:

(1) SubmitannualumaolidatedNavy ad
MarineCoIpsrqmrts using DDFtxIn27(Etothe
Unda &cretmyof Defense for Femonneland
Read&as, Attentiom h@ @liCy ~i 400”
Defa Pentagm, w~ DC 20302-40MI.
Reportsshall resubmitted by March15 forthe
-w =kd= year. Guidancefw f-
submissionis providedin reference(b).

(2) Establishandchairan intmkipliniuy
Victimand WitnessAskance council in
mxdance withrefemme (b). ms Navy UId
Marinecompscouncilwill~ti
developmentof policy rccommendabnsandthe
implementationof the Victimad Witness.
.’kstance Program.

b. ~~~~
.

.
of ~will

&ignateinwriting ti”Coqxmmt Reqmai&
official”, as mquimdby rdmnces (a) ml (b),
Whowill establishpmxlumatoenwa’e thatbcal
instanatkmreqxmaibkOffiials providethe victim
- witnessiwxvk requiredby reftxena (b).
AdditionaUy,CNO andCIVICM

(1) Wdop andimplementa VictimW-.
~_ using a multidisciplimwy
appmchby victimandwitnesssemke~
includinglaw enforcanent~aiminal
inv~ c@lains, family advomcy pcrgmnd,
medicalpersmnd, familysdoeccntcr~
jdge advocates,~--~
Commandingofficm Allafrectal NavytMtd
MarineCoapsmivities mustcomplywith
rcf’ (a) and (b).

(2) Establisha VictimandWitness
●

AssMmce council, to the extentpracticable,at
-h signifkant militaryinstdlatkmandcnsmc an
intdisciplinary ~h is followedby the victim
andwimesssmkxpmvkk

(3) Establisha trainingprogramto ensurethe —
semice providerslisted in paragraph9b(l) receive -’
instructionto assist themin fulmlingtheir
obligationsunderthe DON VictimandWitness
AssistanceRogram.

(4) Ensuredistributionto local responsible
officialsof the Depar&nemof Justke Feckral
ResourceGuideon VictimamiWitnessAssistance.

(~ @@ret= rqonsibk OffiiidS, as

rcqlimdunckrref~(b), whoshallbe

mponsibk fcr casuringthatsystems are in placeat
theinsMation AeveltopKwi&victimsand
witnessesinfmlnationon availablebalcfm and
services,assistancein OMainingthosebemefits,and
othersmicesas requiredbyrefemce(b).

(6) EstablishOvc?sightpocedms toensure
catablishmentofanhtegmtd suppoctsystem
capableof providingseMccs outlinedin reference
00.

(7) Providefwtheassignment ofpersomd
in suffiiknt numbersto cnabk thisprogram,and
Othuprogmmsdmignedtoassistvictimsand
witnesses,to be carriedout effectively.

(8) EnsuretkttheassistarKx providedto
Uime Victimsdwitnesscaishackcd andlccor&d
toassist inpmparingtheannualrqxlmdewrii
in pamgmph9(a)(l).

co B-of Naval~ CQITWXQS
.

). -
cm (cock ma

meddgnatd thecentralxcpositmialfor the
purpc=of txackingnoticcof thestatusof Navy and
MarineCoqs Ofknders,XXpectively,cmfined in
-~ Ml&& in XXcmbce with
fcfkmc’es (a) A (b).

(1) Rovi&s the -~ -fiiment
fkility with sufficientnoticeof the schedulingof
clemencyandparolehearings. ‘Ik @lnement

,

2



.

facilitywill informvictimswho have requested
● ●- nohfhtm of tk scheduledhearingsto allow them

an qpmtunity to submitstatements(Writtezlor
@@ontiim~ttichWMontiti
lives or any otherinformationtheyrequestthe
boardto u)nsidtz.

(2) considers all availabledocumentary
evidenceandcmeqmdence submittedby a victim
wherereviewinga case. NC&PBwill permita
-~ byhvictimi fitdetermines
tit =h ~ wouldbeusefil lorwould
provideinformationnot otkrwise available.

(3) Designates,as ~? a vic~
Wimessassistancecombtor to implementthe
requirementsof this program.

J-Ad ocateGen@ of the -
adviGe,vinstruction,@dance, and

assistanceregardingthe legal aspectsof the Victim
andWitnessAssistanceProgram.

f. ~
shall give favorableconsideratiq upm mq~ to
the inclusionof the VictimandWitnessAs&tame

w Programin the Naval CommandInspection
_ (refer== (e)). NAVINSGENshall~

(l) Provideindoc&inatkmandtmininginthe
VictimandWknessAsMance Programtoall
NAVINSGENiIIVeSti@tiVC pemonnd.

(2) Ensureall fmldelementscomplywith the
requirementsof references(a) and(b).

(3) Cmdinate throughfield elementswith
Otheragencieainsupport ofvictimandwitness
assistancefor invemigationsconductedjointlywith
orinsupport ofthoseagencks

g“ m -’ MYalQQ@ InWiiM@YQ
. . . .

-Wmmmdhwd omment and
crimimdinvestigab person@:
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(1) complyM* therequkfnenw of
references(a) and(b).

(2) Provideannualreportstothe Bureau
of NavalI%sonneland the Commandantof the
MarineCOIPSon the &livery of setices to victims
andwitnessesby fwld Offii.

(3) Receiveindoctrinationandhaining in the
VictimandWitnessAssistanceProgram.

(4) Coor&Me withotheragenciesin support
of victimandwitnessassistancefor investigations
cmductd phly withor in supportof those
agencies.

(5) Appointvictimwitness assistance
cmrdinatorsin f~ld OffiCCS.

JOHNH. DALTON

Distributkm:
SNDL l%rts1 and 2
MARCORPSCodes PCN 7100000MMand

71M0000100
BUPERS (Pers-06)(100 copies)

SECNAV/OPNAVDirectivesControIOf’fke
WashingtonNavy Yard Building 200
901 M Street SE
WashingtonDC 20374-5074(20 copies)

Order fkom:
Naval Inventory Control Point
Cog “I” MateriaI
700 RobbinaAvenue
PhiladelphiaPA 19111-5098

stocked: 300 copies
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DEFINITIONS “

1. Central Repository. A headquarters office, designated by the
Secretary of the Navy to serve as a clearing-house of information
on confinee status and to collect and report data on the delivery
of victim and witness assistance, including notification of
confinee status changes.

2. Com~onent Responsible Official. ‘Person designated by the
Secretary of the Navy primarily responsible for coordinating,
implementing, and managing the Victim and Witness Assistance
Program.

3. Victim. A person who has suffered direct physical, emotional,
or pecuniary harm as a result of the commission of a crime in
violation of the UCMJ (reference (c)) t (or in violation of the law
of another jurisdiction in cases where military authorities have
been notified). Such individuals shall include, but are not
limited to, the following:

a. Military members and their family members.

b. When stationed outside the continental United States, DOD
civilian employees and contractors, and their family members. This

program applies to services not available to DOD civilian employees
* and contractors, and their family members, in stateside locations,

such as medical care in military medical facilities.

c. When a victim is under 18 years of age, incompetent,
incapacitated, or deceased, the term includes one of the following:
a legal guardian, spouse, parent, child, sibling, another family
member, or another person designated by the court or local
responsible official, or designee.

d. The term llvictim’fdoes not include an individual involved
in the crime as a perpetrator or accomplice, even though the
individual may be one of the representatives described above.

e. For a victim that is an insti-tutional entity, an authorized
representative of the entity. Federal Departments and State and
local agencies, as entities, are not eligible for services
available to individual victims.

4. Witness. A person who has information or evidence concerning
a crime, and provides that knowledge to a DoN representative about
an offense in the investigative jurisdiction of the DoN. When the

witness is a minor, llwitnessllincludes a parent or legal guardian.
The term I1witnesslIdoes not include a defense witness or an
individual involved in the crime as a perpetrator or accomplice.

-
Enclosure (1)
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